THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
but in large corporate political issues it seems
powerless against national or racial forces.   To a
great degree this is nothing new.   In the seven-
teenth century France fought Spain, and England
Holland.   Richelieu saved the Protestant cause
in Germany and subsidized the Scottish Cove-
nanters against a king who at least wished to
show toleration to Catholics.    Some decades
earlier the whole force of Spanish diplomacy
was exerted to prevent the reconciliation of
Henry the Fourth of France to the Church.
At the present time religion hardly appears to
be a force even for the mitigation of temporal
hatreds.   Do French Catholics love Bavarians
better than Prussians ?  Would the Germans and
Skvs under Italian rule have any more to com-
plain of if they were Protestants ?   Is the Polish
Government much more sympathetic to the
Ruthenian   Uniates   than  to   the   Ruthenian
Orthodox ?   Would De Valera be better dis-
posed to England if a Catholic king were on the
throne ?
I well remember the incidents known as the
"Wreschen Scandals," when Polish children
were whipped and their parents imprisoned for
their refusal (of course instigated) to learn their
religion through a German catechism. Being
on my travels not long after, I obtained an intro-
duction to the arch-persecutor, the Director of
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